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Introduction   

World Camp, Inc is a 

nonprofit organization 

committed to educating 

children in impoverished 

communities throughout 

the world.  In the past 

years , World Camp has 

worked with over 20,000 

childre n in 150 rural schools and street shelters in six different countries. This 

accomplishment is the result of a unique volunteer program that allows 

individuals to make a significant impact by teaching children  over the course of 

three day educational camps in rural primary schools.  Volunteers  teach 

HIV/AIDS education , environmental awareness , malaria prevention and gender 

equality , as well as lead students in team building songs and games in a summer 

camp atmo sphere.   

 

How World Camp Started  

World Camp was founded in 2000 by university students following their travels 

throughout southern Africa. Seeing the devastating effects of HIV/AIDS and the 

challenges it placed on children and their communities, these stu dents met with 

various ministries of education in order to establish contacts and evaluate 

specific country and regional needs.  

 

The founding World Camp team consisted of ten university students who 

researched effective teaching m ethods and developed curr icula  for World 

Camp Malawi's educational outreach programs. Relying on the support of 

friends and family, the original World Camp team was able to raise funds to 

cover program costs for the first World Camp program. The pioneers of World 

Camp traveled to Malawi, Africa and conducted 21 World Camp educational 

outreach programs in regional rural primary schools.  

 

Mission Statement  

World Camp enriches the lives of children 

in disadvantaged communities worldwide. 

World Camp builds self -worth and 

encourages co mmunity pride by raising 

awareness about locally challenging 

issues. World Camp aids in every 

communityõs mission to have happy, 

educated children with aspirations for the 

future.  
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Malawi : country information  

The Malawi Program is based in Lilongwe, the 

capital city of Malawi .  Malawi is  a small country 

situated east of Zambia, west and north of 

Mozambique, and south of Tanzania, in southern 

Africa . Established in 1891, the British protectorate of 

Nyasaland became  the independent nation of 

Malawi in 1964. After three decades of one -party 

rule, the country held multiparty elections in 1994 

under a provisional constitution, which took full 

effect the following year.  National multiparty 

elections were held again in 1 999 and 2004 .  Malawi  

has a population of about 13  million people, most 

who speak Chichewa, one of their national 

languages, the other being English.  About 90% of 

this population lives in rural areas, 54% of the 

population lives below the poverty line, an d the life  

expectancy is 37 years.  The staple crop is maize 

and the  staple cash crop is tobacco.  Malawi is 

made up of many diverse tribes, and those tribes 

vary considerably in their beliefs, music, dance, 

customs , and  even in the ways they build their 

houses. The people of Malawi are warm and friendly as Malawi  is often c alled 

the òwarm heart of Africa. ó Malawians typically live with their extended families 

in huts that are grouped together in villages. A spirit of cooperation prevails as 

family members share both work and resources.  
 

Lilongwe, the capital city of Malawi, is a city with a population of approximately 

300,000 people.  Lilongwe is a common stopping point and overnight 

destination for thousands of travelers and backpackers each year.  It is l ocated 

on the main road between Zambia and beautiful Lake Malawi.  
 

Due to  extreme poverty and starvation, many people are movin g into the city to 

find  work in order to pay for food.  As a result, the population of Lilongwe is 

rapidly growing. One of  the ha rdest hit groups is the children .  Children from rural 

areas surrounding Lilongwe come into the city in order to beg for food, money, 

and shelter.  Unfortunately, these children are often very unsuccessful.  

Thousands of children are estimated to die in Ma lawi in the next year because 

of starvation alone.  On top of starvation, HIV/AIDS is devastating Malawi.  

Again, children are hit very hard by this disease.  Thousands are left as orphans 

and homeless.  Today, Lilongwe does not have a proper street shelte r for these 

children.  There are very few places a street child can go to receive food, a 
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bed, clothing, shelter, and an education.  Most are forced to stay on the streets 

to beg.    
 

A Typical Day 

A typical day for World Camp 

volunteers begins early with 

preparation for  travel into the 

bush. Volunteers share the d uties 

of pac king and loading supplies 

including the teaching materials  

and  school lunches  for the day. 

As items and trailers are checked 

and re -checked, vehicles are 

inspected for safety. Travel t ime is 

typically about one and a half  

hours to rural community schools. 

The trips to the schools  are likely 

to  include  dusty  dirt roads that offer a rough ride but also deliver  amazing views 

of the countryside.    

 

Our high school volunteers will join the  efforts of our well -established adult 

volunteer program. Program coordinators  are on hand at each camp to help 

teachers do their best in 

every situation. Adult 

volunteers wi ll oversee 

preparation and 

completion of the camp  

and meet with  team 

teachers  to  facilitate the 

World Camp curriculum. 

The team leader s are  also 

responsible for conducting  

a teacher workshop  with 

the teachers of the school. 

The focus of this  workshop is to introduce  World Camp t eaching methods, 

challenge HIV/AIDS knowledge and to encour age community outreach. 

Participants in the High School program will fit neatly into the day as team 

teachers . Each pair of team teachers is assigned to a group of children typically 

divided by standard (grade). Our high school volunteers will only be pair ed with 

other high school volunteers, and will teach the youngest pupils (typically 

standards 5&6.)  The World Camp curriculum is designed for age groups 10 and 

up; therefore the standards are typically 5, 6, 7 and 8. We have modified our 

typical curriculu m for our high school program; they will teach a curriculum that 

replaces our intimate empowerment discussions, which are more appropriate 
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for older students, with a malaria prevention curriculum. The team teachers  

teach the same group for the duration of the three day program at the school.   

The World Camp curriculum offers unique interactive teaching methods that are 

designed to allow students and volunteer teachers the opportunity to get to 

know one another as well as learn from one another.   

 

Upon arr ival at  the 

school, the camp  day 

begins with the students,  

teachers, translators and 

World Camp volunteers in 

a  big circle where 

volunteers sing songs with 

all the camp participants. 

This circle is an energizing 

way to encourage the 

students to open up and  

have fun with the 

volunteers.  Following the 

morning songs, the team leaders will direct the students to divide by standards 

and groups will be assigned to volunteers.  The team teachers will spend 45 

minutes play ing team -building games, distributing  namet ags,  creating a group 

name and song,  and getting to know their group.   

 

Shortly after the morning games, volunteers will set up their classroom 

depending on the facilities provided by the schools ; this could be a classroom 

with desks or  outside  in a shade d area under a tree. The typical rural school  

where  World Camp conducts program s do es not have regular access to 

electricity and may have limited funds for classrooms, furnishings and teaching 

supplies. Flexibility and creativity are necessary to adapt the  camp  program  to 

each individual school. The HIV/AIDS sections of the curriculum will begin with 

lessons and interactive educational games. World Camp strives to provide 

students with c lear facts about HIV/AIDS and gu ides the students to form their 

own dec isions about how to protect themselves and teach others in hopes of 

impacting the current high transmission rates among young people.  This section 

of the curriculum continues until a 30 minute lunch break.   

 

For lunch, volunteers  serve all 

participating students the traditional 

food, nsima . Students, volunteers 

and translators will eat together in 

their classrooms as students and 

volunteers will enjoy free time 

interacting with one another. After 
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lunch, groups will return to their classes  for continued HIV/AIDS lessons and the 

environment lessons from the curriculum.  

 

The day will conclude outside with group afternoon  games; relays are an 

opportunity to build  team work as well as provide fun and release from lessons. 

After goodbyes, the volunteers will pa ck up and prepare for the trip back  to our 

high school program headquarters in Lilongwe .  

 

The team will arrive at the house 

around 5 pm to begin 

preparation for the second day 

of camp. Dinner is prepared by 

rotating volunteer cook groups 

or a staff cook,  and volunteers 

are given an opportunity to rest 

and shower. Following dinner, 

all volunteers participate in a 

camp evaluation; the daysõ 

events , including camp 

preparation, songs, games and 

lessons, are evaluated for 

improvements. Volunteers are 

given the  opportunity to reflect 

on their experiences.   

 

The second day of camp is similar to the first day but wi th a progression  of 

environment lessons  and the new malaria curriculum .  The environment lessons 

feature the construction of a solar oven and discussions  about family planning. 

The second day concludes with games and if possible a walk through a nearby 

village.  

 

On the third day of camp, students are empowered to provide outreach for 

fellow students, family and community members. This outreach is carried  out in 

the form of a formal presentation that the team leader facilitates along with the 

schoolõs head-teacher. Students begin  preparing for the presentation on the 

second day as volunteers give 

them a topic and they create 

their form of presentation to 

teach others; this may be a 

song, poem or drama. These 

p resentations allow the 

students to  use what theyõve 

learned and educate others. 

All students and teachers 


